OF   THE   EAST   INDIES                                    IOI

about four Years before, Mi, Hamson, then Goveinor of Fort St. Geoige,
had sent a Ship to Amoy in China., and some China Mei chants having taken
Goods and Money, to the Amount of 20000 Tayels, or 6700 Pounds Steil.
when the Term of Payment came, they eloped, and the Supercargoes could
have no Redress, which made them give Orders to the Captain of the
Ship to make Reprisals, which they did on a large Jonk belonging to the
Barkalong of Siam, which Jonk they carried with them to Fort St George,
and which Fact my Adversaries fixed on me, tho', at that Time, I was in
Arabia or Persia, which I preferred to prove by some Mahometan Merchants
that saw me there; but all that I could alledge would have been ineffectual,
if I had not accidentally found some Chinese who belonged to the Jonk
when she was seized, and who knew both me and Captain Jones, who was
the Captor, and so it never came to a Trial.

It being high Time for me to get from Siam at any Rate, I applied myself
to my Judge for his Assistance, and carried a Present of four Yards of
scarlet Cloth, and some Pieces ofSmat Goods, to the Value of 20 L. in all.
He received me very courteously, and promised me his Assistance, but
would accept of none of my Presents. At last on my pressing him to take
it, he accepted of the scarlet Cloth, but would not touch any of the Swat
Goods, tho' they were very fine in their Kind, but lecommended me to
two Officers more, whom I must address to make my Request be the easier
granted, and he told me, that those Swat Goods would serve to make them
my Friends. I took his Advice, and in three Days had my Clearance,
for paying about 200 L. for my Ship's Measurage, (an Imposition of
Mr. Collet's) and so I fell down to Bencock, where, according to the Siam
Custom, I was obliged to put my Guns ashore, before I could go up to
the City. I lay there four or five Days before Orders weie sent to deliver
my Guns, which, assoon as I had got on board, and mounted, I told the
Officer that delivered them, to give my Service to Oia Sennerat, and tell
him, that if the King's three Jonks arrived on this Coast this Season, he
would hear farther from me by them.

By that Time I was clear at Bencock., Captain Dalgleish arrived there
also, in order to proceed to Bengal. He had fallen into the Trap laid by
Collet., and had paid Measurage and Customs, besides the usual Presents
to the Court, according to the old Constitution, but he could not get ready
to go so soon out of the River as I, otherwise I designed to have brought
some Troubles on Sennerat, if not on Collet and Powney's Affairs at Siamy
but Captain Dalgleish being still in their Power, tied my Hands.

Siam Bar is only a large Bank of soft Mud, and, at Spring-tides, not
above ten or eleven Foot Water on it. It is easy getting into it in the